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A POCKET GUIDE
to understanding the Placemaking Initiative

for Piqua, Ohio

The aim of this project is to redesign downtown public
spaces to celebrate and enhance the spatial relationships
between destinations; to create public spaces that offer
an inviting public realm that contributes positively to the

June 15 2016 surrounding built environment and promotes high quality
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Smart investment in the public realm stimulates
private development that borders it. There are
many historic properties along the public right-
of-way that can be brought into productive use
again. The reuse of vacant and underutilized
buildings will have significant and on-going
impact beyond the historic buildings themselves.
The structures and the legacy they represent are
the building blocks for economic development.
By focusing attention and policies downtown and
along the riverfront, Piqua is directing resources
to the areas that need them most. Resuscitating
some of the vacant downtown buildings must be
a priority if Piqua’s neighborhoods are to thrive
and support downtown’s economy.

Historic preservation plays a critical role in
catalyzing redevelopment and there are a
number of buildings along the former Miami
and Erie canal alignment and adjacent to Lock
Nine Park that are vacant or underutilized.
The Piqua Granite and Piqua Mill buildings
are ripe for reinvention. Their rehabilitation
will create new destinations and bring vitality
and programming closer to the river. New
restaurants, a craft brewery and beer garden, a
boutique hotel and/or residential uses are viable
reuses for the buildings. Structures along the
canal corridor are reimagined as an “Artisan
Alley” filled with maker and fabrication spaces,
creative industries, a relocated farmers market

Towns and cities across the United States are
investing in their downtowns and along their
riverfronts. They do so today not for industrial
purposes - as in eras past - but to enhance
the quality of life for residents, keep existing
businesses and attract new ones. Along a
riverfront the aura of a city resides, and Piqua
is blessed to have been born along the Great
Miami River. This initiative capitalizes on the
city’s historical legacy by making the past more
visible in the design of the public spaces.

From the Native American people to the modern
day advances in technology and transportation,
there are many attributes to highlight in the
culture of the city. Unfortunately, evidence of
much of this history is hidden from view. For
example, the only visible remnant of the Miami
and Erie Canal that was so instrumental in the
city’s evolution is a small portion of Lock Nine.
The space itself is poorly lit, underwhelming
and in need of repairs. The canal is poised to be
reinterpreted as an interactive art element as
part of the revitalized open space.

Remnants of the Lock Nine will be unearthed
to form the basis of a new terrace fountain that
opens up downtown to the river. The stepped
fountain changes in elevation towards the river,
recalling the utility of the original lock and using
water and light as mediums for art. The location

Urban landscapes have to do more than
provide shade and add beauty. They must be
performative. The relocation of the utility lines
along the former Miami and Erie canal right-of-
way enable new opportunities to emerge that
radically alter the character of the space along
the corridor. Currently, the alleyway is nearly
entirely asphalt and littered with utility poles,
overhead wires and highway-standard lighting. In
the future, bioswales will collect rainwater from
the roofs of buildings and distribute them into
raingardens with native grasses. With the utilities
lines placed below ground, heavily-planted tree
groves can grow at strategic locations that
reduce heat island effects and filter stormwater
before it enters the system. A mix of hardscape
and softscape treatments structure the paths
with a unified streetscape palette that include
subtle variations in paving patterns.

The transformation of the former Miami and
Erie canal right-of-way has already begun. The
reuse of the former Piqua Daily Call building
as the flagship location of Winans Chocolates
& Coffees is increasing pedestrian traffic
downtown. Specialty retail  stores such as
Can’t Stop Running, Harvest Pantry, Barclay’s
Clothing, and Susie’s Big Dipper are bringing
visitors into the area. Key properties have been
acquired and environmental remediation is
underway on former brownfield sites.

Recreation is a catalyst for economic
development  and  encourages  greater
investment. Piqua is blessed with an extensive
bicycle network that forms the trailhead of over
300 miles of paved bikeways throughout Ohio.
While this remarkable foundation is already
existing, the trail system lacks connections
to residential neighborhoods and downtown
businesses. The plan improves physical health
and wellness by connecting pedestrian and bike
networks together and augmenting these with
new paths. The circulation system facilitates new
forms of mobility and reconnects the downtown
to the river. A goal of reinvesting along the river
is to establish seamless transitions between trail
amenities and the private properties adjoining
the trails so that new recreational and economic
opportunities emerge that are unique to Piqua.

The levee wall protects the city from flooding,
and access to the Great Miami River is currently
limited and needs to be expanded. It is well
known that rivers and streams offer wonderful
opportunities for recreation - from kayaking
and canoeing to fishing and wildlife watching
- and a new access ramp provides attractive
water sports opportunities along the water trail.
The current condition of the levee wall requires
a design solution that balances protection with
the preservation and promotion of the trails. The
enhancement of local scenic river corridors can

This  place-making initiative  offers  new
opportunities to explore and test ideas in public
art. Infrastructure improvements provide a
canvas upon which local, regional and national
artistscandisplay their creative work, highlighting
the rich heritage of Piqua. Local artisans and
fabricators will be commissioned to work in a
variety of mediums that include sculptures,
murals and performances. The art will elevate the
impact of the downtown and riverfront initiative
by engaging people intellectually, emotionally,
and physically and the work will be installed in
ways which are whimsical, unexpected and fun.

There is a growing recognition nationally that art
has a direct role in the transformation of spaces
beyond the aesthetic, and there are a variety of
ways for how public art will be integrated into
Piqua’s place-making initiative. Water — an
element so essential to how the city evolved and
a vital part of the social and cultural significance
of the native American people that settled the
area - will be used as a medium. A rehabilitated
Lock Nine park includes a cascading water
feature that celebrates the significance of the
former Miami and Erie canal corridor and the
instrumental role it played in the city’s evolution.
Creative place-making opportunities are also
present utilizing light to accentuate the linear
park bridge and other industrial artifacts.

and entrepreneurial enterprises.

The design of the public spaces need to be
evaluated in a manner that best supports and
complements the city’s overall development
strategy. Repurposing other currently vacant
buildings such as the Zollinger Building, the
former Mo’s restaurant and some of the
structures along the canal corridor are an
integral component of this strategy. Such
catalytic projects, when viewed cumulatively,
will have a significant transformative impact
for all of downtown Piqua. Repurposing the
buildings into a mix of uses including residential
units, local artisan and healthy living stores, craft
food and drink establishments, and shopping
and entertainment destinations will build on the
existing businesses.

The focus of the riverfront park design is
to stimulate this type of redevelopment by
creating a signature public space adjacent to
these structures. The park will be a destination
for families and individuals to enjoy passive
and active recreation and partake in special
community events alongside the water
frontage. New programming opportunities tied
to the building rehabilitations will offer unique
experiences that celebrate the rich history of the
place and capitalize on their position downtown,
along the river and the recreational trail system.

of theinteractive fountainlies along the historical
canal alignment, requiring the removal of the
large red brick wall that separates the park from
the Piqua Granite and Mill buildings. Materials
excavated from Lock Nine will be used in the
design of the new water feature which forms a
focus for the space. A series of terraced steps
navigate the levee wall and slope re-alignment
opposite the water fountain. The steps provide
viewing areas out over the bend of the river and
recreational trail.

A revitalized Riverfront Park serves as the main
connecting point between downtown and its
riverfront. The synergies between the two have
not been optimized. The transformation of this
area depends on a strong link that takes full
advantage of the uniqueness of the proximity
of Main and Water Streets to the river. The
two are so close but seem so far apart. The new
riverfront park is a central, celebratory space
for community festivals and events and it fully
integrates the river with downtown, rivaling any
public space along the entire length of the Great
Miami River. Piqua’s geographic position on the
regional trail system is a significant asset and
the riverfront park represents the community’s
recreational and cultural center.

A major theme running through all of the
elements of this effort is connectivity.
Transitions are enabled when the relationships
between the public spaces and the private
properties are considered seamless and each
informs the other. In this way, the place-making
initiative represents an interplay of urban
design, landscape architecture, transportation
planning and economic development. They each
weave together in order to bring the disparate
components of the city into a unified network.

The best plans build on and advance prior
planning initiatives. This Placemaking Initiative
benefits from the good work undertaken in the
Historic East Piqua Master Plan, the Riverfront
District Development Study, the Plan It Piqua
Comprehensive Plan Update and other recently
completed efforts. The Piqua Placemaking
Initiative focuses investment in strategic areas
downtown in order to stimulate economic
development, highlight public art, address
sustainability, celebrate Piqua’s history and
advance health and wellness. At a larger scale,
the Miami Regional Valley Planning Commission
released a concentrated development vision that
seeks to builds on the region’s assets, maximizes
the use of existing infrastructure, preserves
agricultural land and open space and encourages
community connection and cooperation. This
Placemaking Initiative embodies this vision.

happen in tandem with protecting the health and
safety of the landowners living along the river.

There are an increasing number of events that
are bringing people down to the river for the
first time. The seasonal programs are providing
people with a new way to see Piqua. Invasive
trees and understory plants will be removed
along the Recreational Trail so that a vegetated
buffer can emerge along the banks of the river
increasing visibility to the water’s edge.

The Miami Valley Region has always been
an important crossroads for transportation:
networks of rivers, canals, rail lines, airports and
roadwayshavealwayslinked Piquatootherplaces.
As part of this initiative for pedestrians, improved
crosswalks and infrastructure enhancements
are planned at the major intersections. These
streetscape enhancements will provide safer
passage to a new state-of-the-art community
center campus that is envisioned adjacent to the
Roosevelt Field House/Wetz Stadium located at
the east edge of the downtown area.

The arts are already very much present in
the city, and Piqua has a proud tradition of
supporting the arts and culture. This work will
build on Piqua’s existing initiatives and engage
people of all ages and backgrounds. While the
installations will be reflective of Piqua’s history,
tradition and symbols of excellence, they will
also be forward-looking. Art in public spaces is
the ultimate manifestation of civic engagement
allowing participants to create new strategies,
processes and collaborations to support and
sustain art in Piqua’s public spaces.

The most effective public art projects are more
than just monuments or memorials applied to
public works projects. Successful public art
enhances the quality of life for the people that
encounter it. It adds vitality to buildings and
spaces and adds meaning to our experience.
When done well, it brightens the lives of people
by connecting across cultural divides through
the stories it tells and the civic pride it creates.
Engaging artwork increases the value of real
estate and generates economic activity, which
adds to the reasons to live, work and play in

Piqua, Ohio.

This project is part of a bigger initiative to redevelop
and revitalize the surrounding downtown riverfront
properties. The redesign of a number of downtown
public spaces will celebrate and enhance the
spatial relationships between existing destinations.
A redesigned riverfront park at Lock Nine
includes a flexible civic gathering space capable
of hosting large special events and community
festivals in an open lawn. The open lawn will
be used for watching performances under the
pavilion and for accommodating other activities,
such as ice-skating in the winter season. Smaller
scale spaces under the existing gantry crane will
feel comfortable for individuals and small groups
enjoying the calm park setting along the river. The
transition between the existing buildings and the
public spaces will provide privacy while still allowing

for views of the park and river.

View of rehabilitated Piqua Granite and

Mill buildings into mixed-use destinations D

The revitalized Lock Nine Park includes an
amphitheater, performance pavilion, spray park,
and open lawn. A number of tree groves anchor
the space which is designed to allow for a high
degree of flexibility. When large scale events are
planned for the performance area, controlled
access points and greeter tents line the perimeter
of the open space. Underground infrastructure
enables lighting, sound systems and hook-ups for
food vendors. A children’s play area with water
_jets continues the former Miami and Erie Canal
alignment north towards the Artisan Alley. Food,
beverage and entertainment areas occupy spaces
in the ground floors of the adjacent historic
buildings that spill out onto picnic areas. While
the existing levee wall is largely seen as a barrier
to a riverfront connection, with some minor
modlfications it can be transformed into an asset
with places to sit and view the Great Miami River.

View of rehabilitated Lock Nine

Park and former canal alignment D

Rehabilitation of  historic  builldings along the
former Miami and Erie canal corridor has already
begun. The Pigua Edison Electric llluminating
Company building is undergoing reuse into a co-
working and meeting space for businesses and
youngentrepreneurs. he building, which was most
recently used as a paint store, Is poised to become
a destination along the corridor. A unique public
space in the parking lot adjacent to the building
is envisioned by relocating the farmer’s market
to the intersection of Main and Water Streets.
Activating this important downtown intersection
across from Lock Nine Park will increase the
avallability of healthy, locally-grown foods and

activate an otherwise underutilized lot.

View south towards rehabilitated
Edison Building and proposed market place D

Ohio’s Miami Valley benefits from a remarkable
network of trails and bikeways and Ohio boasts over
800 river miles on 14 watercourses throughout
the state. These placemaking enhancements
make it easier for people walking, biking or
running to negotiate the change in elevation
between the downtown and the riverfront
through a series of new trails, terraces, ramps and
steps. A terraced amphitheater connects the top
of the levee to the lower bike path along the river
and provides opportunities to enjoy the natural
habitat and aquatic life. A new ramp terminates
the repurposed railroad-era bridge and makes the
path accessible for individuals of all abilities. New
bike infrastructure and recreational amenities
along the trail network grow and enhance the
connectedness of the river and trails with the
community.

View towards the linear

park bridge and bike trail D

Communities across the country are eager
to showcase and celebrate aspects of their
authenticity and uniqueness. The former Miami
and Erie Canal alignment that contributed to
the growth and prosperity of the community
will be transformed into an inviting public space
that integrates with adjoining buildings along the
corridor. What were once the rear of buildings will
be re-oriented to become funky front doors for
artisanal shops, indoor markets and organic food
markets. [he canal corridor will be a shared street
that allows access for service vehicles but includes
a bike path to forge a stronger connection between
the downtown businesses and the Great Miami
River Trail. Consistent signage and wayfinding
assists i repositioning the modestly-scaled
industrial buildings into active new uses.

View north along former canal

alignment and future artisanal alley D




